CHAPTER     III

SONGS   OF    CHILDHOOD   (1902)

HAT kind of poetry do children like?
One has heard the question asked, and
even answered, but since the mind and tempera-
ment of a child are as individual as the minds
md temperaments of his elders nobody can
oossibly tell what will sing its way into his spirit,
set alight some flame in his imagination. And
jnless this happens there is no poetry, for a
Doem is a collaboration between the poet and
lis reader.

What kind of poetry do children write?
Except by accident I do not think they write
poetry at all, and those interested in the sub-
ject must have been struck by the puzzling
fact that the accident rarely if ever occurs
when the author has passed the age of thir-
teen. Here is a poem written by a boy of
twelve, Master Jack Bitton, which I have
taken from the second Perse Playbook, pub-
lished in 1912,
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